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Parish Newsletter

S t. Demetrios September 2016

41-47 Wisteria St., Perth Amboy, N.J.

(732) 826-4466

Fr. George Parsenios

FevéOAlov Tiig OcoTOKOU
The Nativity of the Theotokos
and Ever-Virgin Mary
XentepBpiou 8-September 8

SEPTEMBER 2016 RELIGIOUS
CALENDAR

Sept 4™ Epistle St. Paul's First Letter]
to the Corinthians 9:2-12
KoptvBioug a' 9:2-12

Gospel Matthew 18:23-35
Mat6Oaiov 18:23-35

Sept 11" Epistle St. Paul's Letter to
the Galatians 6:11-18
FaAdtag 6:11-18

Gospel John 3:13-17
lwavvny 3:13-17

Sept 18 Epistle St. Paul's Letter to
the Galatians 2:16-20
FaAdtag 2:16-20

Gospel Mark 8:34-38; 9:1
Mapkov 8:34-38, 9:1

Sept 25"Epistle St. Paul's Second
Letter to the Corinthians

H vyévvnoic ocou ©Osgotoke, xapav
€UNVUCcE TAoN TR OWKOUUEVN, €K ooU
yap avétetev o nALog TG Sikatocuvng,
Xplotog o Oe6g nuwy, Kai Alcag tRv
Katapav, €0wKe TRV eudoyiav, Kai
Katapynoag tév Bavartov, £dwproato
nuiv Zwnv TAV aiwviov.

According to the ancient tradition of
the Church, the Theotokos was born of
barren and aged parents, Joachim and
Anna, about the year 16 or 17 before
the birth of Christ. Joachim was
descended from the royal line of
David, of the tribe of Judah. Anna was
of the priestly tribe of Levi, a
daughter of the priest Matthan and
Mary, his wife.

1:21-24; 2:1-4
KoptvBioug B' 1:21-24, 2:1-4

Gospel Luke 5:1-11
Aoukav 5:1-11

www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org

ANNOUNCEMENT FOR SACRAMENTS

No Baptisms will be scheduled during any of
the Great Feast Days of the Lord.

METROPOLIS OF NJ
SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 18
ELEVATION OF THE
CROSS
ASBURY PARK, NJ

Buses leaves at 9:00am
from Perth Amboy
reservations suggested.

$20 r/t adults
$10 under 18

Elevation of the Holy Cross

The Elevation of the Holy Cross is
one of the Great Feasts of the
Orthodox Church, celebrated on
September 14. This feast is also
referred to as the Exaltation of the
Cross. This is also a popular name
day for Stavroula/Stavros (from
“stavros’ meaning cross).

This feast commemorates
events:

e The finding of the Cross by
the Empress Helen (the
mother of St. Constantine
the Great) on Golgotha in 326
AD, the place where Christ
was crucified.

two

The recovery of the Cross on
which  Jesus Christ was
crucified from the Persians.
The Persians had captured
the True Cross as a prize of
war when they sacked
Jerusalem in 614 AD. It was
recovered by the forces of
the Byzantine Empire
(Eastern Roman Empire) in
627 AD.
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Message from Father George

Happy New Year! | know it’s not January 1, but | am stilling wishing you “Happy New Year!” The
Church’s calendar does not begin in January but in September, just like many other ancient
calendars. Our Jewish neighbors, for instance, celebrate Rosh Hashanah (“The Head of the Year”) on
September 20, following the same ancient customs.

These ancient calendars are connected to the bringing in of the harvest. Because the Church follows
the same ancient customs, | am writing to wish you all a Happy New Year! All of our liturgical books
and lists of Church services begin their new cycle, not in January, but in September. We are starting
a new Church year, and it is important that the Church’s calendar differs from the calendar in the
world around us. This difference shows that the Church’s time is different from the time of the
world, which reminds us that we are meant to be different as well.

Every day we go out into the world and we live our lives and we do our jobs just like everybody else
in the world. But we are not just like everyone else. Our home is not in this world, but in the
heavenly realms with God. Even in little ways like our calendar, we are out of step with the world
around us. The start of the Church year in September is a tiny reminder of the words of our Lord,
who tells us that we “are in the world, but not of the world”(John 17:16). God bless you all, and
Happy New Year!

‘Eva pivopa amod
To IMatép N'ewpytlo

Eutuxlopévo to véo €tog! Zépw oOtL dev elval tnv 1n lavouapiov alAd eipal xaAapwvel va oag euxnbw "KaAn
Xpovia!" HuepoAodylo tng EkkAnoiog dev apyilel tov lavouadplo, oA Tov ZEMTEUPRPLO, OTIWE Kal TIOAAQ GAAQL
apyaio nuepoAoyla. EBpaiouc yeitoveg pag, ya napadelypa, 6a yioptacel Poog Acoava ( "O emikedpaAng
™¢ Xpoviag») otig 20 ZentepuPpiou, ovpudwva pe TG (dleg apyaia €0Bua. Auta ta apyaia nUePOAOyLA TTOU
ouvdéovTal e TNV AoKNON otnv TG cuykoutdng. Emeldn n EkkAnoia akoAouBel ta idla apyaio €Bwa, oag
ypadw yla va oog euxnbw og 6Aoug Eutuxiopévo to N€o Etog! OAa ta Aettoupyika BiLBALa Kal KataAdyoug
TwV UTtnpeolwV EkkAnoiag pag apyilouv véo kUKAO Toug, OxL Tov lavoudplo, aAAd To ZemTEUPPLO. ZeKVAE
pLa véa EkkAnota xpovo. Kal elval onpaviko to yeyovog OTL To NUeEPOoAOyLo tng EkkAnaiag Sladépel amnod to
NUEPOAOYLO 0TOV KOO0 yUpw pag. H dtadopd autr deiyvel 6tL o xpodvog tng EkkAnoiag eival dtadpopetikod
Qo TO XPOVO TOU KOGHOU, TIoU paG Bupilel otL eivat ypadto va eival Stadopetikn eniong. Kabe pépa maue
€€W oTOV KOOUO Kal va {oUHE TN {wn MOG KoL va KAVOULE TN SOUAELA pag OTwE Kal 6AoL ol AAAOL 0TOV KOGO.
AN\a Sev eival akplBwg 6mwg 0Aot ot dAAoL. To ormitt pag Sev elval 0g AUTOV TOV KOOUO, AAAA Kal oTa
EMOUPAVLA LLE TO O0. AKOUN KoL OE AlyO TPOTIOUG OTIWG TO NUEPOAOYLO MG, ElpaoTe £€w amod To Brua e Tov
KOOUO YUpw pag. H apxn Tou €toug EkkAnaoiag, tov ZenTtepBpLo eival éva pikpo umevOupLlon ta AdyLla Tou
Kupiou pag, o omolog pog AéetL OTL «elval otov KOO0, aAAd 0L Tou KOopou» (lwavvng 17:16). O Oeo¢ va oag
guloyel 6Aoug, kal Eutuylopévo to N€o Etog!
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Parish Council

Marina Corodemus - President
Spero Kalambakis - Vice President
Dino Kusulas - Treasurer
Helen Horan - Secretary

Atef Anthony Azouz

Steve Corodemus

Elizabeth DaCunha

Kateina Ganiaris

Nick Giannakopoulos

Afroula Kanellidis

Michael Koudis

Maria Mantoudakis

Irene Pakis

Alex Vosinas

Philoptochos President
Stella Wacker

G.0.Y.A. President
Stavroula Wagner

G.0.Y.A. Advisors
Nick & Cindy Giannakopoulos
Demetra & Peter Wagner

P.T.O. President
Liz DaCunha

Greek School Teacher
Alexandra Velmahos

Greek School President
Marina Corodemus

Sunday School Superintendent
Helen Horan

Choir Director
Irene Pakis

Chantor
Stavros Tsapatsaris

Deadline for submissions for the
October 2016 Bulletin is
September 10, 2016.

Support the monthly newsletter.
Submit your photo-ready business
card today. For more details about
ad rates please contact
stdgoa@gmail.com.

NEWSLETTER EDITORIAL BOARD
Fr. George Parsenios
Marina Corodemus
Dino Kusulas
Mary Lou Rivera
Sylvia Kress - Director of Advertising

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE AUGUST 2016

- Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and [that] the Spirit
of God dwelleth in you? 1 Corinthians 3:16.

The blessings of having a church that has existed in Perth Amboy for 99
years are countless. We have in the final analysis survived, where many
others have failed. So many parishes Greek Orthodox and otherwise
have closed their doors for lack of funds, congregation populations
relocating, neighborhood transitioning or natural disasters. We are
survivors. Despite all the illnesses that have plagued so many, we are
here to stay and just getting better.

But survival is not enough. We need to thrive, with the Holy Spirit
coursing through us mind, soul and body. We have begun again on the
eve of our 100™ anniversary with a new young Spiritual Father, Fr,
George, whom | am confident will lead us to God the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit through his countenance, teachings and ministry. We must
honor the Father by keeping our honor in our person and His house.

We, each of us, are stewards of God’s House. We must everyday
actively play a role is maintaining, preserving and enhancing God’s
home. We can no longer accept disrepair, degeneration and
deterioration of the physical needs of the church. We must improve
ourselves through the Spirit and God’s house through affirmative
actions.

This summer alone, the Parish Council has overseen replacing of the
boiler, realigned long unaddressed water leakage problems connecting
with the City Water supply. We installed a new bathroom by the altar,
refurbished the sexton’s bedroom and bathroom downstairs, restructure
Father George’s office, rearrange the altar, and rooms above the altar.
We have plastered cracks inside the church. We have begun to replace
dangerous electric outlets, wiring and reconfigured church camera
security. We added solar exterior lighting for safety and protection,
installed skateboard deterrent devices to avoid perpetual damage to
our cement exterior, trimmed trees and bushes, landscaped and finally
have reconstructed a state of the art new kitchen downstairs. AND
EVERYTHING HAS BEEN PAID FOR-WE ARE NOT IN DEBT!

So what do we need to do as a congregation? Praise God for all the
blessings we have received; maintain HIS house in cleanliness with
timely repairs and pride; stop complaining about the small things and
give thanks for many GOOD things that have happened in our church.
With a sound physical and newly invigorated Spiritual Foundation, our
souls should soar, IF you will let it happen.

Marina Corodemus
President Parish Council St. Demetrios


mailto:stdgoa@gmail.com.

St. Demetrios Lecture Series
Saturday October 15, 2016

The Apostle Paul in the Greek Cities of the Roman Empire
A Lecture by

Rev. Fr. George Parsenios
Associate Professor of New Testament, Princeton Theological Seminary
Introduction by His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos

Light Refreshments at 12noon Lecture 1pm-3pm
St. Demetrios Church 41-47 Wisteria Street Perth Amboy NJ 08861

For more information please call 732-826-4466 or

visit us at www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org

WHAT IMPROVEMENTS AND REPAIRS HAVE BEEN DONE IN 2016?

New boiler.

Meditation Garden and Benches.

New bathroom by Altar.

New water line from City water into church.
New storage closet downstairs community
center-Philoptochos.

New bathroom, bedroom, furniture Sexton room.
6 new cameras and video equipment for security.

New exhaust fans in downstairs community
center.

New lights downstairs hallways.

Air conditioning ducts repaired church.

Air condition vent installed Fr. George office.
Temperature controlled dials relocated and
placed on timer for energy conservation.

Newly renovated office for Father George.

All lights in church replaced energy efficient LED

lighting

ALL REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN PAID IN FULL

New electrical wiring installed in church
appliances and lamps.

\new computers and internet boosters installed in
Father George’s and Church secretary’s office.
Portable air conditioner installed church office.
New safe purchased for church office.

New coffee pot and refrigerator relocated in
church office.

New books cases purchased for orderly
organization of all church icons.

All cloths for Holy Alter areas newly dry
cleaned and fitted for matching sets.

New supplies of incense, charcoal for altar.
Back roof area by air conditioner’s roof tarred
and repairred from the elements.

All interior plaster cracks, repaired and
repainted.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

& GREEK SCHOOL
REGISTRATION

JOIN US AT OUR

“PTO WELCOME BACK PICNIC”

ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 2016
DIRECTLY AFTER CHURCH SERVICES

REGISTRATION FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL, GREEK SCHOOL
AND OUR YOUTH MINISTRIES WILL
TAKE PLACE AT THE PICNIC

LET’S GET TOGETHER AND
REUNITE AS A CHURCH
FAMILY!

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU ALL!



A Wonderful Week at Vacation Church School

During the week of August 8" to 12, Vacation Church School was held which turned out to be a week of total fun and joy
while learning so much about The Theotokos. The theme was Traveling on the Ark of Salvation as we “traveled” through
each of the Feasts of the Theotokos learning the meaning and symbolism of each Feast and the corresponding Icons that we
venerate. Morning Prayer Service, Worship Lessons, Arts and Crafts, Music Time, Recreation Time, Breakfast & Snacks plus
a Puppet Theater Performance were all included on a daily basis to elicit the children’s knowledge, reinforce and review
the lessons plus assess their learning in an engaging way.

We wish to thank all the parents who allowed us the privilege of working with their children during this week which
included Niko Morales, Claire Veiga, Sofia Sousa, Alena and Layna Albino, Constantine
Parsenios and Dimitri Sousa.

It is our hope to expand our Vacation Church School next summer and we are already looking forward to including many
more of our youth to join in the fun together.

In HIS Service,

Father George Parsenios

Helen (Coutros) Horan, Director

Helen Catelanos, Teacher

Maria Mantoudakis, Teacher

Georgia Barbayannis, Assistant Teacher
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t%e for
(reek
School

Join us for an enjoyable journey into the

Greek language and culture!

Register your children for Greek School with

Mrs. Alexandra

at

St. Demetrios Church.
41-47 Wisteria St.
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Registration is Sunday September 11 at our Annual

PTO Welcome Back Picnic.
Cost is S100 for Members
S125 for Non Members
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Save The Date
October 29, 2016

To celebrate our 99th year as a community.

The Forge Inn
1002 Route 9 North
Woodbridge N.J 07095

During the event, we will be honoring several of our outstanding community members, who have served our church

faithfully and for the love of God. In addition, we will have the return of the wonderful Greek band Nick Koutras
for a night of Greek dancing and celebration.

This year we will be mailing you a book of 5 raffle tickets asking you to purchase and /or sell all five if possible to help
defray the costs of this wonderful evening. Also, that night we will have our special surprise baskets for chances and a
cash 50 /50 so there are so many prizes and fun for the entire family.

So save the date, gather your entire family and make your reservations.

We are looking for 5 special people to help adopt the dinner dance as loving parents at $500 each to help underwrite
the total cost of the evening. These people will receive special acknowledgment for their help and get to request a
special Greek song from the band. Please help us make this event truly special for our community. As co-chair of the
dinner dance. | assure your involvement would help highlight the importance of keeping family events such as these
open to all family members old and young.

| hope that you are interested in joining our effort to show our respect, admiration, and support for our community.
Simple events like this can provide just the encouragement a Christian family needs to continue to keep our community
happy, healthy and loving.

Please feel free to reach out to our church office with any questions at (732) 826-4466 stdgoa@gmail.com

Sincerely,

Dance Committee
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Yk WHITE STAR TOURS

Family Foot Care '.
DR. ELAINE MARIOLIS, DPM ?

Dtplomate American Board of Medical Speciaities
(o Board Certified in Primary Care In Podiatric Medicine
g Board Certified In Treatment of Diabetic Foot Wounds

252 Smith Street Phone (732) 826-5400
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 Fax (732) 826-5488

Fork D e O AP 8 e B Rie

GUS KRARAS
26 E. Lancaster Ave.
Reading, PA 19607
(800) 437-2323
(610) 775-5000
FAX (610) 775-7155

Joseph V. Costello, Ill. Manager/Owner NJ Lic. No. 3670
WWW.COSTELLO-RUNYON.COM

568 Middlesex Avenue 1225 Green Street
Metuchen, NJ 08840 PO Box 24
(732) 548-0149 Iselin, NJ 08830

JOSEPH P. DIAZ GARY EARL RUMPF, C.F.S.P.
Manager, N.J. Lic. No. 3841 Director, .. Lic. No. 3353

(732) 283-0075 419 Barclay Street (732) 826-4525
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861 (888) 214-8068

GUSTAV J. NOVAK
FUNERAL HOME

Have you paid your
stewardship for 20167

Help us keep the church open. | Many thanks to

Sylvia Kress for
her hard work

coordinating
Many thanks to Support Our sponsorship for
our  sponsors, Community this newsletter
our patrons, for &
their support of Support Our
this newsletter Sponsors

2016 HOLY CROSS CELEBRATION THE
METROPOLIS OF NEW JERSEY

SUNDAY SEPTMEBER 18, 2016
PARAMOUNT THEATER

ASBURY PARK, NEW JERSEY

(no church in Perth Amboy that day.)
ST. DEMETRIOS PERTH AMBOY BUS TRIP

Sacramental Wine & Pure Olive Oil
You may make a financial gift to help defray
the cost of the sacramental wine that is used
for Holy Communion or donate ONLY THE
PRODUCTS LISTED BELOW THAT WE
NEED.

Please note on the memo line of your check or
on the envelope “Communion Wine”.

You may also donate a bottle or can of pure
extra virgin olive oil offered in the anointing.

t.John, .
ommandaria

St. John Commandaria

LEAVING CHURCH IN PERTH AMBOY 9:00AM

Advance paid reservation adults $20 Under 18 $10
NO RESERVATIONS $25
Call and pay at office 732-826 4466
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Coffee hours
will resume

Sunday Sept 4

. Présfdent

PROTAMEEN CHEMICALS INC.

i Totowa 14107511 LIgA

Have you paid your stewardship?
It takes $820 a day to keep
The St. Demetrios Community running?
That is 820 x 7= $ 5747 per week.

There is no fixed sum for Stewardship.
You are welcome to pay whatever your heart
tells you to pay.

But please, if you have not paid yet, keep in
mind we need $150,000 to fully fund us to
the end of the year.

Please make your contribution today.

=SS U R
PRESCHOOL BCBDEMY
“We Prepare your childyen for Life.”

AT CRANBURY
609-409-9300

Brendan J. Flynn, Mgr.- NJ Lic.No. 2058

© %ﬁf&éﬁm

319 Amboy Avenue, Metuchen
Brendan J. Flynn Jr, Mgr.- NJ Lic.No. 4105

23 Ford Ave. Edison-Fords 420-424 East Ave.Perth Amboy

James J. Flynn IV, Mgr.- NJ Lic.No. 4152
1-800-649-0358

www.flynnfuneral.com

ADVISORY CPASs

BUSINESS PROFITABILITY / TAX EXPERTS

97 Main Street, Woodbridge NJ 07095
www.aceadvisorycpas.com

tel:732.750.0500

{ Off Premises Catering
or all occe 5 at your location t
a m.o,zs«ons at your location or at one of our private ballrooms.
ur famous breads and pastries always available

from our Pastry Shoppe

G0l

International Cuisine.
_ Family Dinners and
Business Persons Luncheons
Weddings and Banquets

. 144 Route 130

Bordentown, NJ 08505-2291

Resovyahons (609) 298-4650
Fax (609) 298-8529

SPONSORSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES
AVAILBLE
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= Septemb r 2016 ~

New Parakly3|s 7pm
Ecclesiastical
Year
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Labor Day Nativity of the
Theotokos
Divine Liturgy 10am
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
PTO Picnic Sunday Exaltation of the Holy St. Ephemia the Great
School/Greek School Cross Martyr
Registration Divine Liturgy 10am Divine Liturgy 10am
Paraklysis 7pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
JAsbury Park Holy The Conception of St.
Cross Celebration John the Baptist
Divine Liturgy 10am
25 26 27 28 29 30
Paraklysis 7pm

~ September 2016 ~

1 2 3
Néa Paraklysis 7pm
EKKANOI100TIKOU
£TOUG
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Huépa Tng epyaaiag FevvAoewg TG
OcoTOKOU
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
PTO yi0 mIK-VIK 'Yywon Tou Tigiou Ayiou Ephemia
Kupiakij / ENAnviko ZTaupoy MeyahopapTupog
Zx0Acio Ocia AsiToupyia déka Beia Asitoupyia 10am
Eyypagn Paraklysis 7pm
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
IAsbury Park lepd H ZOAAnyn Tou Ayiou
ZToup6g Eopragpog lwdvvn Tou Mpodpdpoy
Beia AsiToupyia 10am
25 26 27 28 29 30
Paraklysis 7pm

SAVE THE DATE
Church bus trip to Agia Skepi Monastery November 5th

Details to follow in September
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BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 4 SUNDAY COFFEE HOUR WILL RESTART!!!!

Each Sunday all are invited to stop by Coffee Hour for fellowship, conversation, and
information about church programs and volunteer opportunities. Coffee Hour takes
place DOWNSTAIRS AFTER CHURCH SERVICE (ELEVATOR ACCESS IS AVAILABLE).

Coffee Hour Sponsorship

Coffee Hour plays a vital role in the life of St. Demetrios Church: it is our weekly
occasion to gather intergenerationally, meet our wonderful New Priest, Fr. George
Parsenios and Presbytera Maureen, meet with new and old friends, welcome
visitors, learn of opportunities for involvement and education, and enjoy “light”
refreshments. By sponsoring Coffee Hour, you are truly helping us to embody our
spirit of hospitality and fellowship as well as helping budget considerations for the
various groups. You can sponsor coffee hour for an individual Sunday or for the
month at $50 a Sunday. Your name will appear in the Sunday bulletin and Monthly
newsletter thanking you for your contribution. Contact the church office today to
become a sponsor.

Coffee Hour Hosting

Each Sunday coffee hour will be “HOSTED” by the various church sanctioned
organizations, Parish Council, Philoptochos, PTO, GOYA, and Sunday School/Greek
School. We will do all the purchasing, setting, up clean up and serving. Your
donation will allow this to be financially possible.

SEPTEMBER COFFEE HOUR SPONSORED BY PRESIDENT MARINA CORODEMUS.
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St Demetrios G.O.C.
41-47 Wisteria St
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861

Have you visited the St Demetrios Perth Amboy website lately?

You can now make donations, and honor your stewardship commitment by

making your payments on line at:

http://www.stdemetriosperthamboyv.ora/donations/

stdgoa@gmail.com

fr,georgepar@gmail.com

www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org
stdgoa@gmail.com

January 1, 2017 begins our 100th
anniversary year celebration. The
100th Anniversary Committee has
many and wonderful programs
planned  throughout the year
including hosting this year’s Lenten
concert of the NJ choirs, vespers
October 25, Liturgy and luncheon
October 26 a visual and musical
concert celebrating St. Demetrios on
October 27 and hosting the Eastern
Federation of Choirs that last week
in October and a liturgy with
Metropolitan Evangelos with the
Eastern Federation of Choirs followed
by a formal banquet.

How can you help? Purchase and buy
or sell these 100th anniversary
ornaments of St. Demetrios for $20
each. They will be available October
1, 2016. Help make this year to come
the best ever. Actual size 3”. Hang
from your car, home window, by your
icons, on your Christmas tree.

Take St. Demetrios with you where
ever you go.
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SUNLAS

| Saint Deinaiifos Greek Orthodox Church
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