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February 177 Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee: Triodion begins today
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ThePharisees were an ancient and outstanding sect among the Jews known for their diligel

| observance of the outward matters of the Law. Although, according to the word of our Lord,
| they "did all their works to be seen of men" (Matt. 23:5), and were hypo(ibid. 23: 13,

= 14, 15, etc.), because of the apparent holiness of their lives they were thought by all to b

| righteous, and separate from others, which is what the name Pharisee means. On the ot

hand, Publicans, collectors of the royal taxes, comdhitiany injustices and extortions for

filthy lucre's sake, and all held them to be sinners and unjust. It was therefore according tc

. common opinion that the Lord Jesus in His parable signified a virtuous person by a Pharisee

and a sinner by a Publicanteach His disciples the harm of pride and the profit of humble

¥ mindedness.

Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and the greatest hindrance to it is pride, the
divine Fathers have set these three weeks before thedayrtyast as a preparation the
spiritual struggles of virtue. This present week they have called Harbinger, since it declare:
that the Fast is approaching; and they set humility as the foundation for all our spiritual
labors by appointing that the parable of the Publican andhthesee be read today, even
before the Fast begins, to teach, through the vaunting of the Pharisee, that the foul smoke
selfesteem and the stench of boasting drives away the grace of the Spirit, strips man of a
his virtue, and casts him into the pitcHades; and, through the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican, that humility
confers upon the sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds and raises him up to the greatest heights.

All foods are allowed the week that follows this Sunday.

Kontakion of Sun. of the Publican and Pharisé&urth Tone: Let us flee from the boasting of the Pharisee and learn through
our own sighs of sorrow the humility of the Publican. Let us cry out to the Savior, "Have mercy on us, for through Yare alone
we reonciled.”
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We are searching for business owners and/or individuals to sponsor and support our monthly newsletter veiictv will to continue
publishing current news to our Church Community and our surrounding community throughlme wersion. If you know of anyone who d
may be interested in participating as a sponsor, please provide him/her with our Church Office¢etephber, 73826-4466, for further czg)

information and detailsYour efforts will be greatly appreciated and will allow us to continue providing our newsletter to our parishioneré-


https://www.sansimera.gr/articles/736

Message from Fatheg&eor

The Forty Day Fast of Great Lent begins in early MaksHew weeks before that date, W
begin a period called the Triodion in mid Februafyh e t er m Tr i odi o
and it refers to the fact that we now sing three odes and not nine imtttesbefore the
Divine Liturgy. Even i f you dondt Kkngd
this Iis a big change in the Church©os
personal I ives. | f we nakeaséntall chaade.aVe do nbting
perfection. But we do need progreS¥e cannot change our lives in a single day, but
do need to changetherAs we sing Athree odeso in
the three great odes pfayer, fastingandalmsgivingin our daily lives. As we look toward
the Forty Day Fast, let us turn to God morgiayer, let usfastfrom gluttony and from
sin, and so let us be open walmsto those around us who are in need of material com
spiritual encouragment or simply emotional suppogain, while we sing the three odf
of the Triodion in the services of the Church, let us sing the three odes of prayer,

and almsgiving in our daily lives.

Hope and Joy News

Encouraging our children to celebrate our Orthodox Faith and Greek Heritage!!

Our next Hope andoy Ministries event is scheduled to take place on Sunday, February 10, 2019 (
after Church Services. The students will participate in a special arts and crafts project and then

engage in Greek dance lessons. | look forward to seeinf@lr Hope and Joy students there!

God Bless,
Kally Durso

Parish Council Member
Hope andloy Facilitator
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Parish Council

Marina Corodemusd President

Spero Kalambalas & Vice President

Dino Kusulasd Treasurer
Helen Horan 0 Secretary
Atef Anthony Azouz
Steve Corodemus
Elizabeth DaCunha
Kally Durso

Nick Giannakopoulos
Dean Kakadelis

Afroula Kanellidis
Michael Koudis

Maria Mantoudakis
Demos Simatos

Alex Vosinas

Philoptochos President
Stella Wacker

G.O.Y.A. President
Dean Giannakopoulos

G.O.Y.A. Advisors
Nick and Cindy Giannakopoulos

P.T.O. President
Diana Regan

Greek School Teacher
Alexandra Velmahos

Greek School President
Dean Kakadelis

Sunday School Superintendent
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Helen Horan

Choir Director
Irene Pakis

Chantor
Evangelos Kartsakalis

NEWSLETTER
EDITORIAL BOARD

Fr. George Parsenios

Marina Corodemus
Helen Horan
Maria Kakadelis
Dino Kusulas

Mary Lou Rivera

Dear Faithful of Saint Demetrios Church,

As we await His Eminence Metropolitan Evangelos's approv
elected candidates for Parish Council, | write a final Preside
letter to the Parish. It is a simple but vital request: PRAY F
YOUR CHURCH AND ITS LEADERS.

With a new Parish Counatlomes a new start to two more ye;i
of leadership in the Church. Such positions, occupied
volunteers need your support, patience and prayers.

SUPPORT those people who leave their families and leisure
to serve their Church. Support means respedtieq, they are
not slaves or employees. They are members of the Church f
shouldering responsibility beyond the norm.

Please be patient with plans, suggestions and actions taken
new Parish Council. No one is born to a job, and a learning ¢
is expected.

Most important of all, pray for our Church leaders, clergy

laity. Say a Paraklysis for intervention for wisdom, and guide
by a Saint for the new Parish Council. Pray for success witl
building program. Pray for God to ease the luardf leaders an
volunteer to support new projects. Prayer is the key. PI
remember to pray for our Church today.

Hon. Marina Corodemus
President, Parish Council
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Epiphany Service and Blessing of the Waters

Father George Parseniaelivered one of the most beautifu™S8
symbolic services of the Greek Orthodox Faith on Sun il
January 6, 2019The Epiphany Service is in celebration of t
Baptism of Jesus Christ by Saint John the Baptist in the Jo
River. The Epiphany or manifegtan of the Lord is withessed
through the presence of the Holy Trinity which is, also, cal
Theophany.The voice of God, our Father, is heard as He sa - )
AThis is my Son of Whom I a 'sed
present, symbolically, through thpearance of a dove and the Son, Jesus Christ, is present in the water of thatinesr.
George, ceremoniously, blessed the water and, subsequently, blessed our Church and all parishioners by sprinkling |
Water throughout the entire Church alonghwgpiritual prayers and hymns. Parishioners received their own bottles of Holy
Water at the end of the service to bless their homes.

Continuing with the celebration, Father George led the entire congreg
across the street to the Raritan River whergrayed, sang hymns and tos
a Cross into the wateiSeveral youth dove into the river to retrieve the Cr¢
as the diver who surfaces with the Cross is blessed with good luck for the
year! Congratulations to Dean Giannakopoulos who was ttlg/Itetriever of

| the Cross!

G.O.Y.A. News

Happy New Year from our G.O.Y.A.! We started out the year by braving the cold waters in pursuit of
the cross on the day of the Vasilopifdean Giannakopoulos retrieved the cross! Congratulations to him
and all the Goyans that participated on that ddye are also preparing for our Sights and Sounds
Celebration in March.Please pray that we are able to grow our G.O.Y.A. as we embark on our
membership drive for this year!

Father George congratulates Dean Giannakopoulos for his recovery of the CragshduBlessing of

the Waters.
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SAINT DEMETRIOS LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY
"Whoever is kind to the potands to the Lord, and He will repay him for his déedProverbsl9:17

We were deeply saddened by the passing of Lynn Mar
who was a member of the Philoptochos for over 50 ye
She was a board member and served on the Execi
Board. She was always generous with her time and e
to help wherever and whenever she ldouShe was the
epitome of the Philoptochos spirit and will be deej
missed. Our condolences go out to the Markus family.

On January 6, 2019, the Philoptochos hosted a Vasilopita Brunch, which followed the Epiphany Services and
Blessing of the Vdters. Congratulations to GOYAN, Dean Giannakopoulos, who fished out the Cross from th
cold Raritan Bay! Congratulations also go out to Tana Kizides and Mary Lou Rivera Vésimpita pieces
contained the gold coins. Thank you to all who supportetbaddnated toward this event. All proceeds will go
towardSaintBasi | 6s. Academy

In Christ,
Stella Wacker
Philoptochos President
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G.0O.Y.A. Spaghetti Luncheon
Sunday, Marcl3, 2019
(snow date: March 10, 2019)

$10.00 Donation

Be entertained by our 2019 Sights and SouAdserican PlayMusic/Sights All of the Sights
will be on displayfor viewing numerouswinning ribbons and trophies. Come celebrate our
y out h s Oishments witm fodd and fellowship.
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SAVE THE DATE Sunday, February 24, 2019

for our APOKRIATIKO GLENDI
FOOD, MUSIC & FUN!
(Directly after Church Services)
Details will follow.
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Stewardship

Your Stewardship gift is an important way of offering gratitude to God, and it is essential to the ministries of o

Church Family.Make yourstewardship commitment today by filling out a stewardship card or calling the Church

office. In making your commitmenplease be aware that it takes approximately $1,200 per family to cover the

operating expenses of our beloved, Saint Demetrios Church.

Your stewardship is a tangible expression of heartfelt gratitude to God. Consider that our very existence, all 1

we have, all that we are, and all that we do are gifts from G¢elare called to be emorkers with God in the

ministry of His Church.Financial stewardship is one of the primary ways by which we offer our thanks to God

for His Blessings.

All commitments of stewardship are truly appreciatéée are confident that you will do your best to honor and

support our House of Worship and we thagwok very sincerely.

The 100th anniversary wall is up. Place your orders now.

Small Bricks $150 Large Bricks $350

Expansion to the front and side of the church means replacing new bricks at a premium expense. Spa
very limited. Place your brick orders now before the walls are filled and you miss this last chance

your family name, for yourself, your family, and your friends, in honor of a beloved family member, as
to a mentor or in memory of a relativatthas passethe bricks are precision engraved to last a lifetime

Since 1917, when Saint Demetrios opened its doors, it has been a place of worship for central N¢
Orthodox Religion. The meditation garden overlooks the water of the RaritasuBaynded by the histor
of our present and past loved ones. Their memories shall truly be eternal in this most special area.

the garden will be the mosaic of St. Gabriel, one of Seven Archangels. The name Gabriel means God
God is Powdul God is Mighty.

Questions? Please contact Froso Morales a82824466
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Counseling 732-248-9369 | | Robert J. Durso (11
Lectures Edison, N.J.

)
1

Realtor Associate
:aoeu.E- 732-887-4787
e Jouvanis, B.S. sz’{' % 732-634-8437

bobdurso@yeiekreatty com
Yoga Breath Therapist
[y = 2
| J ELel
www.thespiritualkey.com REALTY CO.

147 Main Strant Wnndhridna N1 0TNGS S [ L

nicholasj@thespiritualkey.com | “Vaur Fioime - Sora wora - 732-63 EXT. 21

R =Y D]

5 Family Foot Care &
‘%2 DR. ELAINE MARIOLIS, DPM g
PROTAMEEN CHEMICALS INC. [© Dipiomate, American Board of Medical Specialties 9
Board Certified in Primary Care In Podiatric Medicine |
Board Certified In Treatment of Diabetic Foot Wounds
¥ 252 Smith Street Phone (732) 826-5400 §'
> Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 Fax {732) 826-5488
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319 Amboy Avenue, Metuchen
PRESCHOOL BCBDEMY Bentand. Fym i, M-I L4
“We Prepare your childyven for Life.”
23 Ford Ave. Edison-Fords 420-424 East Ave.Perth Amboy
AT C RAN BU RY Brendan J. Flynn, Mgr.- NJ Lic.No. 2958 James J. Flynn IV, Mgr. NJ Lic.No. 4152

609-409-9300 e i

REMIX

Diamond, REALTORS*

Angela Sinnis
Sales Associate

ADVISORY CPAS

BUSINESS PROFITABILITY / TAX EXPERTS
97 Main Street, Woodbridge NJ 07095

1199 Amboy Ave
Edison, NJ 08837
Office: (732) 549-9500 ext.357

~ Cell: (848)248-9422
: (732) 549-9510

: innis@hotmail.com
Ofice bepnrcrty Onrnc et Cpnrtens B

tel:732.750.0500 www.aceadvisorycpas.com

Hoty ProtECTION W Sormo
JOSEPH P. DIAZ GARY EAﬁL RUMPF, C.F.S.P. o ORTRS R "M,;.’?gi;?;;,;.”""
Manager, N.J. Uc TN irector, N.J. Lic. No. 3353 Josw R ; :

419 Barclay Street (732) 826-4525
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861 (888) 214-8068
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St Demetrios G.O.C.
41-47 Wisteria St
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861

St. Demetrios
Greek Orthodox Church
! 1917-2017 ;

Have you visited the Saint Demetrios Perth Amboy website lately?
You can now make donations and honor your stewardship commitment by
making your payments on line at:

http://www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org/donations/

stdgoa@gmail.com

fr.georgepar@gmail.com ] e |

www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org

Pictured with Father George in the center are the divers from left to right: J
Parsenios, Kali Simatos, Dean Giannakopoulos (the retriever) and Nick Parsenios.a
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