b q)dﬂSﬁ
St.D ,' Ne CWS[E tter

\
A\ Greek Orthodox Church /2

S Cliﬂt @3 me tTiOS ' May 2019

41-47 Wisteria Street Rev. Fr. George Parsenios
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861 Phone: (732) 826-4466
(732) 826-4466 Cell: (609) 462-2949
E-Mail: stdgoa@gmail.com Fax: (732) 826-4312

Visit us at: www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org

Orthros: 9:00 a.m. - OpOpog 9:00 wa.pn.  Divine Liturgy: 10:00 a.m. — @gwa Agrrovpyra 10:00 7.p.

Constantine became Emperor of the Roman Empire in the 312 A.D. He gave religious
freedom to all Christians who had suffered untold hardships at the hands of previous
Roman Emperors. Emperor Constantine built the new capital of the Empire in the
ancient city of Byzantium and renamed the city Constantinople. This was the “golden
age of Christianity within the Byzantine Empire. Once, before Emperor Constantine
fought an important battle, he saw a cross in the sky with words surrounding it saying,
“With this sign you will win.” Emperor Constantine and his soldiers fought bravely
and won the battle. Due to this great victory, Constantine asked his mother, Helen, to
go to Jerusalem in search of the true cross of Christ. After searching for many days,
Helen found a plant that smelled very sweet (basil) so they began to dig in that area
and found the Cross of Jesus. When people who were ill kissed the cross, they were
healed and they realized this was miraculous. Helen built many Churches in the Holy

- Land in particular, The Church of the Holy Cross, in the place where they found the
True Cross of Christ. Due to their tremendous contributions to the Christian Faith, Helen and Constantine have
been given the titles “Isapostles” which means equal to the Apostles.

The beautiful but solemn Epitaphio
Procession on Good Friday evening was
g true to our religious beliefs by faithful
Parishioners mourning and encircling the
grave of Jesus with prayers and songs
signifying the deep sorrow of this tragic

event in our Orthodox faith.
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During the month of May, the Church basks in the glow of the Resurrection of Christ, until he returns to the Father in the
Ascension. This year, the feast of the Ascension does not take place until June 6. At that point, we will celebrate Jesus’
return to the Father. But the return of Jesus to the Father is not his departure from the world. He continues to be present
in the Holy Eucharist which we receive every Sunday. Just as important, He is present within all of us. He is present
when two or three of us gather together in his name. And the Holy Apostle Paul says, “It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me” (Gal 2:20). When our lives reflect the light of Christ to the world, we make Christ present in the world.
Let us share this light with every person we meet every day of our lives.
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- May - 2019 — Maiog =
May 21, 2019
Saints Constantine and Helen
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.
21 Maiov, 2019

Avyior Kovotavtivog kot Edevn

®cia Asrtovpya - 10:00 m.p.

Place your orders now and become part of Saint Demetrios’ history.
Small Bricks $150 Large Bricks $350

Since 1917, when Saint Demetrios opened its doors, it has been a place of worship for central New Jersey Orthodox Religion. The
meditation garden overlooks the water of the Raritan Bay surrounded by the history of our present and past loved ones. Their
memories shall truly be eternal in this most special area. Adorning the garden will be the mosaic of St. Gabriel, one of Seven
Archangels. The name Gabriel means God is Strong, God is Powerful God is Mighty.

Place your brick orders now before the walls are filled and you miss this last chance to have your family name, for yourself, your
family, and your friends, in honor of a beloved family member, as tribute to a mentor or in memory of a relative that has passed-
the bricks are precision engraved to last a lifetime.

Questions? Please contact Froso Morales at 732-826-4466.
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Parish Council
2019-2020

Executive Officers:
President:

Helen Coutros Horan
Vice President 1:

Spero Kalambakas
Vice President 2:

Nick Giannakopoulos
Secretary:

Diana Potaris Regan
Treasurer:

Elizabeth DaCunha

Council Members:

Atef Anthony Azouz
Steven Corodemus

Kally Efremedis Durso
Aphrodite Kanellidis
Dimitrios Michael Koudis
Demosthenis Simatos
Dimitrios Tsivelis
Alexandros Vosinas

Philoptochos President
Stella Wacker

G.O.Y.A. President
Dean Giannakopoulos

G.O.Y.A. Advisors
Nick and Cindy Giannakopoulos

P.T.O. President
Diana Potaris Regan

Greek School Teacher
Alexandra Velmahos

Greek School President
Dimitrios Tsivelis

Sunday School Superintendent
Helen Coutros Horan

Choir Director
Irene Pakis

Chantor
Evangelos Kartsakalis

NEWSLETTER
Editorial Board

Father George Parsenios
Helen Coutros Horan
Maria Kakadelis

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Dearest Parishioners,

.

“Christ is Risen, Truly, He is Risen! Xpiotog Aveotn! AAnBwg Aveotn

After experiencing a most intensely spiritual Holy Week and Easter Feast Day, | am
filled with love, hope and promise for our beautiful Saint Demetrios
Church Community. As the photographs in this issue depict, Father George very
eloquently delivered our Church services and sermons which were so very
powerfully moving and significantly meaningful for all of us.

The well-attended services this year gave us great anticipation for growth in our
community.

This spiritual essence and radiance will now follow us into the celebrations
of Mother's Day and Graduation Day which we look forward to, anxiously, in
honor of all Mothers of our community who have selflessly served our Church and
to congratulate all the graduates who worked so diligently to earn their certificates
and degrees. Let's not forget about our Comedy Night with Basile who promises to
be very interesting and entertaining on Saturday May 11th.

As we move into June, we will host our Festival by the Bay 2019 on June 1st and
2nd. It is hoped that each and everyone of you will be as supportive and generous as
possible to create a festival to remember!

Thank you all for your continued commitment and support of our beloved Saint
Demetrios Church. It is hoped that you will be attending and participating in the
events that we will be hosting. May God be with you all!

In His Service,
Helen Coutros Horan
Parish Council President

Parish Council News

Our Parish Council was well-pleased with the wonderful attendance at our Holy Week and
Easter Services and hopes that all parishioners were fulfilled spiritually and emotionally with
their participation. Our deep appreciation is extended to Father George for a beautiful Holy
Week and Easter celebration. Christos Anesti; Alithos Anesti!

We are now concentrating on our two major fund-raisers which are rapidly approaching. Our
Comedy Night with Basile the Greek is being sponsored on Sat., May 11th which might be a
great Mother's Day gift since this event is anticipated to be fun for adults of all ages.

Our most profitable fund-raiser of the year is our Festival by the Bay 2019 and everyone's
support and assistance is needed to make this a festival to be remembered. Your volunteerism
at this event is of great value to our Church so please sign-up for the area in which you would
like to work. Any time you can offer will be most graciously accepted.

Our building project is progressing very well with contracts being signed and requirements
being met which, at times, may not happen as expeditiously as we would like; nevertheless,
we are moving towards groundbreaking in the very near future.

We are always available to all parishioners who may have questions or concerns in regard to
our Church so please feel free to approach anyone of us. We will make it a priority to find
answers or solutions that will be satisfactory.
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QRE<€K
F<STIVAL

BY THE BAY
Foad! ® Music! ® Dancing! ® Opal

Saturday;, June | tlam - 1pm
Sunday; dune 2 1pm - 7pm

5t Demelrios <reek Orthodox <hur<h
41 - 47 Wisteria Street and Sadowski Parkway
(3t the beautiful waterfront)
Perth Amboy, NJ 0884l
for more dnjorimation’

www.perthemboygreekfestivalorg
(732) 826-4466
Shop af our

boutique booth
and Greek store!

Delicious

Greek Pastries!

Greek Dan<ers!
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We would like to welcome, Evangelos Kartsakalis as
the Cantor, to Saint Demetrios Church. Evangelos was
born in Agrinio, Greece and came to America when he
was 14 years old. He began working in and out of the
restaurant business for many years before opening his
own establishment, Evan’s Restaurant in Matawan,
New Jersey in 2000. The restaurant has been successful and he continues to work there.
His wife’s name is Georgia and they have three children, loanna, Dimitri, and Alexandra.
: : EAAnviko Zyoieo A :

f

H 25" Moprtiov gwvat pio Simin yoptn — Bpnokevtikn kot gBvikn. Ty nuepa avtnyv yoptalovpe tov Evayyeiicpo g @gotokov Kot
mv Emavactoaon tov 1821. Amo v emavactacn tov 1821 gwvan epumvevcpevn kon 1 EAAnvikn pog onpota. O Ztowpog oty Kopoen
oupforilet tnv OpBodoéia kar Tnv miotn TV EAAnvev otov Xpioto. Ot evvea yaiavoievkes Awpides cuppforlouvy Tig evven cuilafeg
e epaons «Elevbepro 1 Oavatooy

Tnv Kvpakn, 24 Maptiov 2019, ta mouda tov EAAnvikov Zyoiewov yoptacav tnv EBvikn yopt tig 25" Maptiov tov 1821 peta v
Bco Asttovpyla pe emrvyta. To modio Tov EAAVIKOU GYOAEIOL POG EKOVAV DTTEPTIPAVOVG Y10, OKOLLOL L0 POV KPOTMVTOG YNA TNV
TolovoAevkn —onpote, OmoyyYEAAOVTOG TOUMOTO, TPOYOLOMOVTIOG ONUOTIKO TPOYoLdlo KOl YOPEVOVTIOG  TOPUSOGLOKOVS
YOPOLG. ZuyXOpNTNPLL GE OAQ TO, TOUSLOL poiG!

Anuntprog Toeing AleEavdpa Bedpoyov
[poedpog EXAnvikov XyoAgiov Awackoroca EAMAnvicov Xyoietov

Pictured on the left: Nicholas Parsenios received praise for his Oratorical Speech, "Knowing the Bible, Knowing
your Faith”. Pictured on the right: A Tribute to our Greek Flag and Greek Independence Day.
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ST. DEMETRIOS LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS SOCIETY

"She opens her hand to the poor, and reaches out her hands to the needy.” ~ Proverbs 31:20

We would like to thank everyone who helped and attended the Palm Sunday Luncheon, as
well as those who purchased delicious desserts from our Bake Sale. Your continued support is
always appreciated.

Stella Wacker attended the Philadelphia Greek Independence Day Parade. The weather was
beautiful, and to see all the churches and organizations who participated was amazing.

Be sure to mark your calendars for the following events:

= Mother’s Day is on Sunday, May 12, 2019. The Philoptochos will announce this year’s
Mother of the Year! Who will it be? Please join us on Mother’s Day to find out. A special
coffee hour will follow downstairs in the Church Hall.

=  Next General Assembly Meeting is scheduled for Saturday, May 18, 2019 at 2:00 p.m.

Thank you for your continued support.
In Christ, Stella Wacker

G.0.Y.A. News

i Our G.O.Y.A. had a wonderful time helping Holmdel with their "Bridges"
event in April. The children actually made sandwiches for the homeless and
distributed them to the needy in Newark. It was such a rewarding couple of
days! Please pray for and support us as our Church gets set to host Indoor
Olympics on May 11, 2019. We end the G.O.Y.A. year with Outdoor

Olympics on Memorial Day weekend! It has been an exciting year and we

'_ e - T thank you for your support!

Sunday School News

Father George Led a Religious Educators Seminar

Sunday School teachers attended a Religious Education Seminar sponsored
by the Metropolis of New Jersey which was led by our very own Priest, Father
George Parsenios. He led a discussion of Hymnography through an interesting
explanation of the importance of our beautiful hymns especially during Lent.
Father George expertly articulated their symbolism by bringing forward an
awareness of how they function and their ability to help us praise God. It was
an enlightening experience for our teachers and a proud moment that Father
George was selected by His Eminence to deliver this significant message to
all teachers of our Metropolis.
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Sunday of Orthodoxy - 3/17/2019 - Kvpiakn thg 0pBodo¥iag - 17/3/2019
&) 3 e s ‘.* | ST j <% & {

f The first Sunday of the Great Lent, our
li\

Holy Church celebrated the triumph of
Orthodoxy, the restoration of the holy
icons and the triumph of the Orthodox
Faith. After the Divine Liturgy,
Parishioners held Icons for
the Procession of Icons around the
church.

Tnv mpomm Kovopuokn g Meyoing
Teooapaxkoomng n Ay pog Exkinow
eoptalel 1o Oprappo g OpBodo&ioc.
210 TeA0G NG Octog Aettovpylac eyve n
Awrtavevon tov lepov Ewovov yupw
omv Exkinoa pe v cvppetoyn tov
Evoputov.

Happy children of our Church pose together after learning to make Palm Crosses and

individually decorating them with buttevflies, flowers and ribbons.

Father George held the Blessing of Palm Crosses Ceremony during our Palm Sunday
Divine Liturgy just prior to distributing a handmade Palm Cross to each of the
parishioners and specially-decorated crosses by our Sunday School students to all the
children in attendance.
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Our beautifully decorated Epitaphio filled our Church with the glorious aroma
of flowers and the spiritual essence of our Good Friday services as the
symbolic ritual of removing the body of Jesus Christ from the cross and
wrapping it in a white cloth was ceremoniously performed by Father George.
Constantine Parsenios assists Father George with wrapping Jesus Christ in the

white cloth.

N0 T —— o O o O O o O o O o TN O O 0

Taster Celebration

As the faithful awaited in anticipation of the Good News with the glow of their candles illuminating the night, Father George pronounced

"Christos Anesti, Christ is Risen!" as Holy Pascha arrived at midnight and our Church bells rang in celebration of the Resurrection!

As families and friends re-entered the Church after the announcement of the Resurrection, joy can be seen on their faces as they greeted each

other and venerated the Icon of the Resurrection which was adorned, magnificently, with red roses, carnations and orchids.




ST. DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
PERTH AMBOY, NJ

GRADUATION DAY: SUNDAY, MAY 19, 2019
%
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UPCOMING GRADUATES OF HIGH SCHOOL, COLLEGE, ADVANCED DEGREES

AND TECHNICAL SCHOOLS IN OUE. CHURCH COMMUNITY. IT IS TIME TO THINK ABOUT PREPARING FOR.
THE "BIG DAY" AT OUR. CHURCH.

CHURCH NEWSLETTER
IF YOU WISH FOR YOUR GRADUATE TO APPEAR IN OUR 5T. DEMETRIOS NEWSLETTER, PLEASE SUEMIT
A PHOTO AND BRIEF BIOGRAPHY TO HELEN COUTROS HORAN AT HER EMAIL ADDRESS BELOW:

helehoran@yahoo.com

PHOTOS AND BIOGRAPHY MUST BE SUBMITTED BY MAY 10™ AT THE LATEST. ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE
CONTACT HELEN HORAN AT 908-794-3065.
FHILOPTOCHOS AWARDS
ASIN MANY YEARS PASSED, THE LADIES PHILOPTOCHOS WISHES TO HONOR. ALL GRADUATES
BELONGING TO OUR ST. DEMETRIOS COMMUNITY. THE PRESENTATIONS OF GIFTS WILL TAKE PLACE
ON SUNDAY, MAY 194, IFYOU CANNOT BE PRESENT, PLEASE HAVE A PARENT OR RELATIVE PRESENT
S0 AS TO RECEIVE THE GIFT. BE SURE TO RETURN THIS FORM BY MAY 10TH,

PLEASE MAIL TO OR TELEPHONE: HELEN CATELANOS

63 STEPHENVILLE PEWTY.

EDISON, N] 08820

732-549-0508

SCHOLARSHIP /MEMORIAL AWARDS

KENNETH ARIANAS AWARD: PRESENTED TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES in our Community.
BYRON STOIMENIDES AWARD: PRESENTED TO HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES who attended Sunday School
through Grade 12.

KINDLY COMPLETE THE INFORMATION BELOW AND RETURN BY MAY 107,

FULL NAME OF GRADUATE TEL. #
DHIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE: COLLEGE TO ATTEND
MAJOR

DCOLLEGE GRADUATE: COLLEGE ATTENDED
DEGREE

DGRADUTE SCHOOL GRADUATE: COLLEGE ATTENDED
MASTERS DOCTORATE

OTECHNICAL SCHOOL GRADUATE:

PLEASE CHECK THE BOX WHICH INDICATES THE DIPLOMA THE GRADUATE IS RECEIVING AND THE
COLLEGE, SCHOOL, DEGREE AND/OR CERTIFICATION BEING RECEIVED. KINDLY CALL OR RETUEN TO
THE ABOVE ADDRESS OR LEAVE IN THE CHURCH OFFICE BY:

sxkk WAY 1(0TH #45+
GRADUATION PRESENTATIONS WILL BE HELD ON SUNDAY, MAY 19th IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING
CHURCH SERVICES. WE ARE ALL LOOKING FORWARD TO A WONDERFUL GRADUATION DAY!
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We are searching for business owners and/or individuals to sponsor and support our b

monthly newsletter which will allow us to continue publishing current news to our Church

Community and our surrounding community. If you know of anyone who may be interested in participating as a sponsor, please provide

him/her with our Church Office telephone number, 732-826-4466, for further information and details. Your efforts will be greatly i
appreciated and will allow us to continue providing our newsletter to our parishioners.

: NATINETE AQPHTEX.: Npoonadovpie va emikovmmcovpe pe I10KTNTEG ETEPNCEDY KAl IE GTOMOL YL, VOL LS Pondncovy :

LLE TO LNVIOL0 TEPLOGIKO TNG EKKATOLOG LOG (OCTE VO GUVEYLGEL 1) TOPOLKLOL LLOG VO TO TOYVOPOLOVIE GTOVG evopites Las. Eav yvopilete

KOVEVOL 0V DEAEL VOL GUUUETEEL KL VO, TPOGPEPEL SOPED. Y10, TO PIVIALO TEPLOBIKO, TAPUKOAEITE VOL TNAEPMVIGETE GTO YPUPELO TNG
ekKkAnolog 732-826-4466 yio TEPIGGOTEPES TANPOPOPLEG. X0G EVYOPIGTOVLLE.

Thank You To Our Sponsors!

JASON VIVES, DDS
LM Aa.\r lm IHC ; ORTHODONTIST

3331U.
Old Bﬂdgc NJ 08857

(732) 727-6666

ADVISORY CPAS

BUSINESS PROFITABILITY / TAX EXPERTS

97 Main Street, Woodbridge NJ 07095
tel:732.750.0500 www.aceadvisorycpas.com

@ OrthodonticsinOldBridgeNewJersey
allstarfamilyortho
®

Costello-Greiner Funeral Home

44 Green Street « Woodbridge, NJ 07095 i‘z}l ; m.ggggon
(732) 634-0264 ALLERGY

s RS 0 eA TRl 319 Amboy Avenue, Metuchen
www.costello-greiner.com ENTANDALLERGY.COM

Brendan J. Fiynn Jr, Mgr.- NJ LicNo. 4105
= PATRICK M. AMBROSIO, DO, FACAAI, FAAAAI
Costello-Koyen Funeral Home ALLERGY & IMMUNOLOGY TS '420«4245 i
oral Giropt o Knrprre ve. Edison-Fords ast Ave. y
399 Avenel ;:r')c)ct(-”;\\ c:r:tqu ] 07001 |:((.{n:|;zm(c I;IJ\{.. R Brendan J. Flynn, Mgr.- NJ Lic.No. 2058 James J. Flynn IV, Mgr.- NJ LicNo. 4152

IL) bOb-LL 3663 Route 9 North, Suite 102 5 1 |
( i v O e ) 7 b T 07 5050 1-800-649-0358
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www.flynnfuneral.com

JOSEPH P. DIAZ GARY EARL RUMPF, C.F.S.P.
Manager, N.J. L. 3 _Director, N.J. Lic. No. 3353
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: 732-634-8437
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German Salazar Maintenance and Cleaning Services A ol & \J. LE
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Saint Demetrios G.O.C.
41-47 Wisteria St
Perth Amboy, N.J. 08861

=

St. Demetrios
W\ Greek Orthodox Church
W\, 1917-2017

Have you visited the Saint Demetrios Perth Amboy website lately?
You can now make donations and honor your stewardship commitment by
making your payments on line at:

http://www.stdemetriosperthamboy.org/donations/

Father George and Presbytera Maureen welcomed the Easter Bunny after the well-attended Agape Service on Sunday while

families and friends scurried to find the special treats that our Saint
Demetrios PTO so graciously provided for our Annual Easter Egg

Hunt that delighted everyone especially our youngest parishioners.



