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Backpack Blessing for Students & Teachers
Sunday School & Greek School Registration - 9/13/26

Sunday School Begins - 9/20/26
Greek School (Tentatively) Begins - 9/24/26

PHILOPTOCHOS GENERAL MEETING — 9/19/26

PTO WELCOME BACK BBQ-9/27/26

SEPTEMBER 2026 LITURGICAL CALENDAR

Sunday September 6 14t Sunday of Matthew Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday September 13 Sunday Before the Elevation of the Holy Cross Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Monday September 14 Elevation of the Holy Cross Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday September 20 Sunday After the Elevation of the Holy Cross Orthros 8:45 p.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.

Sunday September 27 15t Sunday of Luke Orthros 8:45 a.m.
Divine Liturgy 10:00 a.m.



FROM FATHER NICK’S DESK

It’s Twenty-Five Years Later. What should we remember about 9/117

What a realization! How can it be? It just doesn’t seem that it could be that long ago! But, on Friday,
September 11, 2026, it will be twenty-five years since that fateful day. I am very sure memorial services
will be held all over the country, especially in NYC, in Shanksville, PA and in Washington, D.C.
Names will be read; flowers will decorate the monuments; pictures will be displayed; family and
friends will openly mourn. Why? Because we remember that day ‘when the world stopped turning’.

But what should we specifically remember about 9/117

Should we remember the Twin Towers hit and then falling; the Pentagon invaded and penetrated;
the grassy field where Flight 93 crashed? Should we remember it was an act of terrorism? Should we
remember the many who were lost or who we are still losing?

First of all, we should remember those who lost their lives, the first responders, family members and
workers who were willing to lose their lives in all the efforts to save others. | have to believe that their
heroism and dedication was in some way, or in some variation, of John 15:13 - “Greater love has no
one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends”.

We should also remember all people who continue to experience the events of that terrible day. Many
people, but especially the family members and responders, today live with the physical and emotional
scars of 9/11. These scars are the remnants of a telephone call or text saying “I love you” or a note,
hastily scribbled, hoping that it would survive the devastation.

We have to remember those left behind and pray for them and the wounds that can never really be
closed. We have to ask our Lord Jesus to grace them with some kind of peace so that they can continue
to go on. Jesus said, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid”. (John 14:27) This is a special peace.
Something that cannot be given by the people around us but only by our Savior.

[ believe that all of us remember where we were at that exact moment when the Twin Towers and the
Pentagon were hit and when Flight 93 crashed. We will never forget. We should not forget! We
should always remember and pray for the memory of all those who died and suffered in that day.

May we never forget! May their memory be eternal!

There are many lines that have been written about 9/11. We tend to repeat them in our minds and
hearts whenever we think of September 11%. They help us to remember everything about that
appalling day. Whenever I, personally, think about it, these lines always envelop me with sadness but
also with hope for all of us.

For me, the lines written are the lyrics to a song, written and performed by Alan Jackson entitled,
“Where were you when the world stopped turnin”.

Two months after the attacks Alan Jackson was inspired to memorialize that day and the people
affected. He wrote: “I got up and scribbled it down and put the melody down so I wouldn’t forget it,
and the next day I started piecing all those verses together that were the thoughts I'd had or visuals
I'd had. It was a Sunday - I remember because, when I started writing it, my wife and girls had gone
off to Sunday School, and I finished it that day. That song was a gift. I've never felt I could take credit
for writing it. Looking back, I guess I just didn’t want to forget how I felt on that day and how I knew
other people felt”.



He debuted the song at the CMA awards on June 1, 2002.
For me, it is the ‘anthem’ of September 11, 2001.

Here are the introductory lyrics. You can read all of them and hear the song performed by Alan
Jackson by searching the title on the Internet.

“Where were you when the world stopped turnin'

That September day?

Were you in the yard with your wife and children

Or workin' on some stage in L.A.?

Did you stand there in shock at the sight of that black smoke
Risin' against that blue sky?

Did you shout out in anger, in fear for your neighbor

Or did you just sit down and cry?

Did you weep for the children, they lost their dear loved ones
Pray for the ones who don't know?

Did you rejoice for the people who walked from the rubble
And sob for the ones left below?

And the heroes who died just doin' what they do?”

May their memory be eternal.

God bless you in Christ! - Father Nick

WORLD TRADE CENTER 25™ YEAR MEMORIAL

On Sunday, September 13", at the conclusion of the Divine Liturgy, we will
celebrate a Memorial Service for all World Trade Center victims. We call on all
parishioners to come together on this day to pray for those who lost their lives
on September 11, 2001. May their memory be eternal.




Z00M BIBLE STUDY
THURSDAYS - 7:30 p.m.

The September dates for the ZOOM Bible Study will be September 3™, 10®, 17
and 24™.

We will continue the study of “Ten Women of the Bible’ and then continue with
‘Ten Men of the Bible’. Remember, it is never too late to join this Study.

Signin: 8808537 Password: Padre
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Father Nick’s Daily Messages on FACEBOOK -
Nicholas P. Petropoulakos

To read them, ask Father Nick to “friend” you.



ALTAR SERVERS
St. Demetrios Needs You!

Calling all young men 6" grade through 12" grade! We need you as Altar

servers for the liturgical services of our Parish. We will create a schedule of

two teams to serve on alternating Sundays and attendance will be taken as
a record for Sunday School attendance.

Father will be announcing a meeting for all who are interested in serving
with him at God's Altar.
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Backpack Sunday - September 13

All students, teachers or anyone who carries backpack are encouraged to
bring their backpacks to the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, September 13", At
the end of the Liturgy, Father will call all the ‘backpackers’ to come onto the
Soleas for a prayer and blessing. Father will also offer all the children a
religious pin that they can place on their backpack.

CHURCH CHOIR
It is time for us to bring our Church Choir back!

If you are interested in joining the Choir to ‘raise our voice to praise the
Lord’, please contact the Church Office or speak to Father directly.

Father is calling a meeting on Sunday, September 13", to plan rehearsals
and a starting date. We will begin by singing once a month and then, as
time goes on, we will add more Sundays.

We need people to praise the Lord with their voices. Let's make that joyful
noise to Him!
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Students, teachers, and those who work in
education are invited to bring their backpacks
or something from school/work for a blessing

Sunday, September 13
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SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6, 2026
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as we celebrate the

FEAST OF THE
NATIVITY OF THE
THEOTOKOS
{0

o

PANAGIA FANEROMENI

Each year on September 8,
we celebrate the Nativity of the Theotokos
(Panagia Faneromeni).
Please join us as we offer Artoklasia
and enjoy fellowship over coffee.
P
Hosted by the Mavrookas Family
and the Vryseon Society of Anavryti
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SAINT DEMETRIOS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
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41-47 Wisteria Street
Perth Amboy, NJ 08861 !
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Clhuwuch Miniatnies Newd ~
PTO NEWS

Hello everyone! Hope all have enjoyed a fun and relaxing summer and are
looking forward to the start of the new school year!

WELCOME BACK
PICNIC!

join us on Sunday,

September 27, 2026
iter Church Services

{1 ght lunch and

dessert




(cont’d)

On Sunday, June 21%, the PTO hosted a Father’s Day Coffee Hour. George Kane was selected as
this year’s Father of the Year 2026. He is seen below with his family, together with Father Nick,
upon receiving his award. Congratulations and Xronia Polla!

Sunday School representatives presented George Kane, Father of the Year 2026, with a small gift
of congratulations and best wishes!




GREEK SCHOOL NEWS

Dear Parishioners,

We hope you are all well and had a beautiful summer filled with quality time with
your families! As we kick off the new 2026-27 school year, please join uson
September 13 for Backpack Sunday to bless our children’s and teachers’ backpacks
and register your children/grandchildren in the Youth educational and recreational
programs this year.

This year’s Greek School schedule will be finalized post enrollment. In the
meantime, tentatively mark your calendars on Thursday, September 24 from 4:30-
6.30 pm to start our first lesson. Lastly, please also save the date of Sunday,
September 27 for our annual PTO Welcome Back BBQ. We look forward to reuniting
with all of our children again and wish every one of our families a blessed school
year!!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
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CAT(H THE EX(ITEMENT )
SUNDAY S(Hool 15 STARTING!

BLESSING OF YOUTH AND THEIR
BACKPACKS-SUNDAY.?/ 13,26

SUNDAY S(H00L CLASSES -
Yv2IVa1

PLEASE SEE ATTACHED REGISTRATION FORM.

Helen (Coutros) Horan
Sunday School Superintendant
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PHILOPTOCHOS NEWS

The Philoptochos is excited to start the new ecclesiastical year. We have many events
scheduled for the future which we hope you will participate in and enjoy. One way to
help us is to join this wonderful organization if you are 18 years old or older. We can do
so many more things to assist those in need when we have plenty of helping hands.
Therefore, please join us at our , wWhich is scheduled for

in church hall. Discover what we hope to accomplish
and how you can help us meet our mission’s goal, which is:

To aid the poor, the destitute, the hungry, the aged, the unemployed, the orphaned, the
imprisoned, the widowed, the handicapped, the victims of disasters, and to offer
assistance as best as we can to anyone who may need the help of the church through
fundraising efforts.

One of the first things we will be resuming is the collection of non-perishable food items.
There is a designated box in the Narthex to place your donations. (PLEASE CHECK
EXPIRATION DATES BEFORE BRINGING TO CHURCH.) The collected items will be
donated to local food pantries in Perth Amboy. Your contribution to feeding the hungry
is always appreciated.

Please see the attached flyer for information regarding IAN’S RUN, a fund-raising event to
benefit Make-A-Wish New Jersey and bring awareness of Trisomy 13.

GENTLE REMINDER: Please note that checks submitted to the Philoptochos for
membership/donations, etc., must be made payable as follows:

If you do not submit your check as indicated, it will
unfortunately have to be returned to you because the bank will no longer accept checks
written any other way. Thank you for your understanding.
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COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTST

Do you have any announcements you’d like to share with the community...Milestone birthdays
or anniversaries? Weddings? Births? Graduations? Special Awards?

If yes, please contact the church office (by phone, email, or drop by the office with the
information), and it can be included in the next distributed Newsletter.

- COME JOIN US FOR

IAN'S RUN!

ol RUN 7 2 MILE WALK
KIDS FUN RUN

~*OCTOBER 17

v?‘ REGISTRATION ENDS - 5:30AM
> 2N RACE BEGINS - 9AM

RiverWinds Community Center
1000 RiverWinds Dr., West Deptford, NJ

Jit RUN: 529 / WALK: 520 / KIDS RUN: SI0
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ﬁWﬂﬁ\ﬂ

Benefits

ol



